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CHAPTER VIL
A WOMAN IN THE QUESTION |

SLE'S horse had not borne|
him much more than a mile)
when oot of the semidarkness |
in front of him loomed a fig-|
ure, also on bhorseback. At the same|
Instaut the stranger accostad him by
attering a shout which might, ila that |
clear, still alr, have been heand at the |
rauch.

“Can you tell me if thoere 18 a bu-
man habitation pear here?™ he asked |
as soon as Lisle, plstol in hand—for
strangers were not always friendly in|
that wild country—rode up to hhm.

“There & one, sir” replled Lisle. |
“Are you in trouble?"

“1 shonld say s0.” wans the petulant
responee.  “Do you know a ranchman |
in this region by the name of Cralg
Thowmpeon 7*

*Yes, sir: very well indeod.”

*1Is it Liis house that i near hepe ¥

“Na. He lives 30 wiles away. but
my father's house is about a milg dis-
tant. Wil you go there with me? In

Je morning I will guide pou to Thomp- |
son’s rauch.”™

“Thank you, young man 1 accept
Your hospitality most gladly. Ny
daughter will he especially pleased, for
she Is frightened to ¢ ath at the pros
Pect of spending the night on the
plains, with nothing but the stars for
& counterpana

“Your dnughter? exclaimed Iisle.

¥y "“Yes. my daughter. 1 dou't wonder|
that you expreas surprise at llmlln;.:l
two strangers alone at night In such a |
Place as this and one of them a woman.
It is all because of her obstinacy, It's
woman’'s mission to get men into tron-
ble. Bhe would come out here today.
I could not prevall upon her to wait
untll we could get a gulde. She never
rode a hoese In ber life, so | found and
bought.an old wagon, which has done
nothing but break down ever since we
started, and vow it has gone bq'}'oudl
repair.”

How much more of an explanation
he would bave volunteered i not
kuown, for st that instant they wore
both loterrupted by a clear volce call-
Ing to them out of the darkness, and
presently [Lisle saw approaching them
a figure such as be bad pever scen be-
fore, not even in his most vivid hours

«of Imagining—the slender, wiHowy,
sperfectly clad figure of & woman fresh
cfrom the hands of her modiste.
iu-..“! could pot remain alone In that
horrid place, with all sorts of eyes star-
ing at me out of the darkness™ she
sald as she approached. “Who have!
You got with you, papa? | hope It Is)
not one of those dirty Indians.”

“A gentleman, Erna, who has offered
to assist na. Thls Is my daughter, slr— |
Miss Ernestina Thomas. | am Thomas '
O. Thomas of Kansas Citx May | ask |
what your name (s?" i

Lisle raised his broad brimmed hat |
Trom his head with a courtesy that was '
Instinctive whike he replied: !

“I am the sen of Richard Maxwell '
who owne this ranch. | am quite sure |
that my father will welcome wou, IR
though it will be the first time that a
woman has ever entered our bouse™ :

“If the night were darker, so that |
eould not see you, | should say tlmti
you were A woman yourself," retortod
Mise Thomas. “Is your father 8 womn- |
an bater, Mr. Maxwell 7'

“1 belleve s0,” replied Lisle cabmiy
“Have you not another bosse, Me. |
Thowas ™

“No; 1 stripped the barness off thoe!
only one we had to search for sealst- |
ance. We left Belmont this morning
with tbhe only conveyance that ecukl be '
procured, and we've been bopetessly
lost ever since we started. It comes
of permitting a woman to run thiogs |

: for you.”

“You were nearer Thompson's ranch
when you started than you are now.
“You have come past It,” sakd Lisle,

Jleaping from his horse, “If your daugh- '
ter will*let me assist ber to mount my

\

borse, I will lead the way to my fl-l
Mber's house. It is not far.” \

“What! Ride on that saddle? Bit,
astride, like a man? [ guess not! 1'll,
walk,” exclaimed the young lady In
dismay. “How far is it?”

“More than a mile.,” '

“Well, that won't hurt me. I walk'
farther than that In one afternoon’s!
shopping at home. But how are we!
golng to take all my things?’ !

“We will leave them where they are!
JHll morning,” said Lisle. “They will'

mnot be disturbed. If you are ready, we |
' will start on.”

“But I can’t go a step without some
of my things. Can't you put my small!
_@st trunk on your horse?’ ‘
“I am afraid not. We can walt while
you open It, however, and take out'
whatever you think is necessary.” !
1 “We will not do anything of the'
kind,” Interposed Mr. Thomas. “The'
trunks can stay where they are till
‘morning, and Erna can stay here or
‘come with us, just as she pleases.'
.Start along, Mz Maxwell, and we'll!
follow.” :
Lisle was accustomed fo absolute
authority on the part of fathers, and he
° obeyed. f

“Come, then” he sald, leaping lightiy '
into the saddle. “When we have risen !
the next ridge, the liouse will be in’
view. There la a light in the 1rary,
and we will be able to see It I will
ride on, then, and prepare my father !
for your coming.

Miss Thomas pttered vebhemeot pro- |
tests agalnst abandoning her “things,” |
, but her father was obdurate, and she '

had no cholee but to follow them. '

When the crest of the mext rlse of
- ground was onder thelr feet, Lisle
! pointed out the light and sald that he

would ride on, which he did without in '

the least heeding the many objections '
ralsed by the young lady. In truth, he
was filled with dismay concerning what
his father would say in view of the
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prospect of receiving a woman lato
the house, and furthermore be wished
an opportunity to consider what hls
own conduct should be toward her In
Juxtaposition
that had been lustilled Into his mind
agalost her sex. e knew already that
he did not like hew. She was very dif-
ferent from anything that he had ever
seen before, but he remembersd that
the light In which he had viewed her
was very linperfiet. He pald no at-
tention to her calls for him to return.
The light of the house was o wew.
That was enough.  I[Te had never been
taught that it is customary to show

women more couskleration than men.

He supposed that they should be as
self rellant ns men, and this one, he
mentally decided, was a baby, afraid
of the dark and doubtless of her own
shadow.

his training would Liave had aod be

did vet consider that a woman was pri-; ber, she became angry.

marily excusable for entertalning it

Richard Maxwell was standinpg oo | 5awW & woman before!” she exclalmed.

the veranda when be rode up. I[Me knew
that Lisle bhad ridden away la the
darkpess, and he was watehing for his

return, but he wns not prepared for and her anger at the same lustant.

the announcement that his son bad to
make

as he sald ealmly:

“We will make them as welcome as
possibla™

It did not oveur to Lisk to return te
the unbidden guests and complete the
obligation of an escort, and, having

He raised his broad brimmed hat

turned his horse Into the corral, he
took a seat beside Lis father and awnait-
ed their coming

“Had you not better retire, Lisle¥"
murmured Richard MaxweH presently
when the dark forms of the approach-
Ing guests coukl be discerned In the
distance

“No, sir. [ much prefer to remain
untll thesa people nrrive. | wish to
se¢ what a wowan of onr own kiod
looks like. l& it the manner of dress
that makes the dlfference™

“Dress and tralping. Let me beg of
you, Lisle, not fo permit your curiosity
to express itsalf to either of our guests.
Such conduct would not be gentlewan-
ly."

“You do not ke to have this woman
here, aler? questioned Liske,

“No. Empbhatically 1 do pot.”

“l could not do otherwise tbhan to
ask them to coma™

“Certainly not. Thelr being here,
however, need pot necessarity bring
you in contact with them or with the
woman. [ will send Jack over to
Thompson's with thew In the morn-
ing."

“l1 bave aready promised to po, fa-
ther."

“I have other duties for you to per-
form. It will make no difference who
acts as thelr guide.”

The strangers arrived soon safter
ward., Mr. Thomas came up with out-
stretched hand, for he had dismounted
and wos walking beside his daughter.

“Your son has been onr savior,” he
gald cordially. *“We should have been
obliged to pass the night In the open
if he had not found us, and God knows
what wounld have become of my daugh

ter before morning. 1 have heen en-
deavoring ever sinee your son mention-
ed your name to me to recall it. 1 have
succeeded. [ think we have had some
correspondence In the past, Mr. Max-
well. I am the Thomas of Thomas &
Armstrong, Kansas Clty, Mo.; hides,
hoofs and pelts. This Is my daughter,
Ernestina. I hope that we may not
put you to any Inconvenlence, but 1
CaAD assure you that your house s a
godsend to us now.”

“You are welcome, Mr. Thomas.
Pleased to meet you, Miss Thomas. 1
regret that there is not a woman In my
establishment; so, if you will permit
me, [ will show you to your room my-

“1* you would show me to the dining
room, it would be more to the point. 1
am simply famishing, As for golng to
4 sleeping room, I much prefer to re-
main here for a little while. The night
Is heavenly now that 1 am not dying
with fright,” sald Miss Thomas rapid-
ly. She disposed Lerself in one of the
big easy chalrs and contibued, almost
without pause: “It {s strange that you
haven't a woman about you. How do
you do your cooking and mending?
Who makes the heddlzs and—and doea
other things that u woman ought to do
for you? Your son says that you are a
woman hater, 1 den't think there is
any gense in that. Oh, dear! I'm com-
pletely done up by the terrible expe-
rlences we have had today.”

“We are provided with efficient serv-
ants, Miss Thomas" sald Maxwell
calmly. *“Lilele, will yon find Ah Sin
and tell bim to prepare supper for our
guests "

“A Chinese cook!" cried Miss Thom-
ns. “How lovely! Is he chambermald
too? I have heard that they are ex-

i a real Horary in this reglon.”™

with all the prejuﬂloe'

e bzl the same contempe | throat and cheeks and brow,
for fear of eny kind that any man of | because he continued silent and because

It astonished, perplexed ’m"i
angered him all at onee, but no trace  PAUSE
of these smotions CEPNessrd] 1]u\m|fp¢;| “You are the first woman that 1 ever
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cellent servants and that they are real-
Iy preferred to women in lots of places.
Papa never took me with him on one
of his trips hetfore, but 1 just wouldn't
let him go without we this time. An
hour ago 1 would have given the world
to be back auain in Kansas Olty, and
now I wouldn't be anywhere else than
bhere I [ conld. What a plensant room

this one is!" rizics and passing un-
ceremonlously throuch the open win-
dow. *“This Ix the libeiry? Your son

mentioned it to us, but 1| did not sup-
pose that anybe=ls had saeh a thing as

She begun an inspection of the book-
shalves. which sbie continned with vor.
bal approvericnt of the bindings notil
her eyves rested o

“Well, 1 pev " osbe declared velie-
mently. Thoen, mlsiuz her voloe, aln*;
called out, "Who plays upon this-the
Chlnese cook¥"”

“No." responiled a gulet voice direct-
ly behind her. “My father aud [ piay

o the piano,

upon it"
“Why, Mr, Maxwell! How you star-
tled me! 1 4id not hear you come ln.|

Whoever would bave expects] to tind
a plano bere? Why, you are really
quhte civilized, are you not?*

She raised her cyes to Liske's when
she asked the question, and her eyes
and face were much more perfect than
her manners, for they were exquisite,
but when they encountered the wide
eyed stare with which Lisle was re-
garding ber her glance sank In confo-

sion, and the red blood suffused her
Then,

she knew that he was stil watching

“One would think that you never
“1 never did,” was the gulet reply.
“What 7

Miss Thomas forgot her confusion
“What did you say? Say it agaln,

please,” she exclalmed after a short

saw, Miss Thomas" said Lisle In the
same quiet tone. He was perfectly
gelf contalued. He regarded the beaun-
tiful creature before him with exactly
the same emotlons that he wounld have
felt if be had bLeen standing before a
cage In a menagerie, viewlng some rare
specimen of capture from equatorial
Africa. e was studying ber physique
without approval, mentally rejolced
that his own In no way resembled it
That slender walst, which he might
have spanned with kis fingers, found
no likeness In his own. That swelling
bust, prominent beneath the tight fit-
ting tallor made waist, appeared to
blm LULke a deformity. The tightly
drawn skirt of hrown cashmere seem-
ed to bim as though H wonld be a de-
eided fmpediment to walking, and he
reallzed at once why Its wearer bad
declined 4o mount his horse. Her halr
Blled bhim with wonder. She had
thrown aside her bat, and he saw upon
ber head the most remarkable specta-
cle he had ever witnessed. Miss Thom-
as was justly proud ef her halr. She
bad often been accused of bleaching It,
but she had the satisfaction of know-
lng that it was not only natural, but
that Its tint could not be counterfelted
by all the chemieals In the world, and
Lisle studied it lo amazement. [ie be-
Heved that If It were permitted to fall
to Its full length it would have reached
to the ground, as ludeed It would, or
very nearly so. He thought It must be
very heavy to carry around, and he
wondered If she slept with It that way.

While he studied her the anger In
her face dled out altogether and gave
place to an expression of genulne
amusement.

“This 1s the first time” she said
presently, “the very first time, o all
my life that | ever posed as a curfosity.
I rather lke it. Go on. | am sorry that
1 did not think to provide myself with
a catalogue. Perhaps, though, | can as-
sist you verbally. What are you look-
Ing at now-my boots? They're twos,
manufacturd! by Smith & Brown, Maln
sreet, Kansas City; quality, of the fin
est; shape, the Iatest: style, unexcep-
tlonal: tinish. superb; handsome and
warranied: price, $7.50. What now?
Look at them closely: 1 wear fives.
My, how cold your hands are! They're
like lee. See how warm mine are, Oh,
the rings! DMd you think they were

‘corns? They slip off and on—so. One
of them—thls one—is an engagement
ring, but I shan't marry the man who
put it there. How old are you, Mr.
Maxwell-more than 77

“l am 18" Lislke still kept his eyes
fixed upon her, changing his gase from
point to point in search of new sur-
prises and further marvels. He was
mentally comparing her to himself, and
be thought that there were many points
of similarity which he had not at first
discovered; also that they were decid-
edly unlike. To him she was a human
paradox.

“Are you really ¥’ she exclaimed. *“I1
should have said that yeu were much
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Her Agure was what any man would have l
pronounced beudtehing. |

younger. 1 am 15 too; but, then, you
are only a boy, That accounts for the
differencee.  Boys don't amount to,
much.”

“1 have been tiught that women do"
not,” replied Lisle gravely.

“That comes of having a woman hat-
er for a father. It's awfully stupld of
him. It will be all the worse for you
when you find out what women really
are. They'll lead you a dance. Oh,
how 1 would llke to bave you In Kan-'

sas City! Shall I turn around? Would became crimson and then white with

——

You like to study my back?’
“If you please.”
“Well, T never!

like that?"

Her figure, though slight, was what
any man would have pronounced be-
witching, but it did not so Impress
Lisle Maxwell. l

“I do not think that 1 like it,” be said
reflectively.

She wheeled around with a sudden-
ness that startled him, but she only!
stared. For once she had not words
with which to express her sentiments.

“Do you wear a wooden jacket be-
neath this one? asked Lisle, touching
her waist gingerly with the end of one
of his fingers.

She burst out laughing then—just
a low, rippling lnugh that was full of
melody and so replete with amusement
that Lisle smiled back at her. '

“Upon my word, you are original!”
she sald at last. '“No: the jacket, as
you call It—and it Isn't at all a bad
name for lt—that 1 wear anderneath!
this one Is not made of wood. 1 don't
wonder that you ask. though, Did you
never hear of corsets ¥

“Never. What are they?"

“They are instroments of tcn"turf-T
which every woman s condemned to
wear. 1 don't know why unless it Is
because our Mother Eve once stole an
apple and ate it. You've heard about
that, haven't you?”

“Instruments of torture,™
Lisle seriously.
suffer.”

“Oh, we get wsed to them. If you,
had been nice to me out there in the
dark and had brought my trunk here
on your horse, 1 could have shown you
& palr. They are mostly made of steel.”

“Steel! They must be bullet proof, |
then.” |

“Well, I am not 8o sure about that. |
and I haven't any curlosity on the,
point. Have you quite finished study- |
ing me, do you think? Are you satls- |
fed 7'

“l ought to be, but I am not. Have
I offended you? If so, 1 beg your pnr-l

“Offended me? Not a bt. You're|
too original to give offense. 1I'll make
papa stay over tomorrow, and you can !
study me to your heart's content.  Will i
that please yon¥* {

“Yes. 1 wish that I might see youl
without"— He paused Irresolutely. '

“Well, go on. Without what?"

“Without your Instroments of tor-
ture.” I

“My Lord!" she gasped. Her face!

There, how do you

murmured
*You do not seem to!

. photography

anger. She turned haughtily away, and
the next instant disappeared through
the window.

{To s coxTiNUED.)

Doy Ast Critie,
Wise men say there is nothing really
new in this world, and perhaps the

Iboy who passed the following erit-
foism upon the drawing abilities of his

big sister was an vncopacious plagiar-
ist; but, mnyway, his verdict amused
the sister so much that she tells it oc
casionally, though the joke is on her
self. The young woman has a food-
uess for executing those works of art
which consist in the representation of
dead gume birds haoging by their
heels from a nail on a board, fish on a
platter ready for the cook, and fruit
gronped om a table around a wine
glass. Thase gems she turned off at
the rate of about four & year, aud pre-
santed them to her friends for their
dining-room walls. She had just com-
pleted a twin pair for a bride. One

represented & mess of lobsters in a

nest of salad; the other a basket of
peaches, with down on them like
plush. She was so pleased with both
that she asked her brother if he did
not think thay were just splendid. It
was evident that the youthful eritic
liked oncygnd not the other. After
looking at them a minute or twe he
said:

“Sis, you're a peach on lobsters, but
you're o lobster on peaches.”"—Chi-
cago Tribune.

Ildentification by Esyehnlls,

It has been suggested that the
markings on eyeballs are a good
means of identification. Some of them
are prominent, especially on the up-
per half of the eyo—that is, behind
the top lid. Their course is generally
zigzag, branching off at sharp angles
similar to the lines seen in pictures
of lightning. No two eyes are to be
found in which the markings are iden.
tical; hence the means of distinguish.
ing one person from another, After
carefully registering the markings on
certain eyes, some of which are illus
trated, it js fovnd that soch nark.
ings are not, as might have been sup
posed, subject to any radical change
Now it is obvious that, by the aid ot
and various other
means, we may make such copies of
& person’s eyes as would prove a cer
tain and reliable guide to identifica
sion at any later date.—Chicago Trib
une.

Didn't Waat ¢ Be Forgliven,
“I'l admit that I opposed
marrlage, my children,™ sald 8ilas

on me yeaterday afternoon. 1

wihs
glad to see hers

your ' m:{
Mrs. Gilson—Bat ian's ahe an awfal

Fodder, "but now that you're hitehed scandal-monges?

up I'll forgive you.”

The groom straightened np and rainy
put a Na, 9 boot down hard on the'

floor.

“l1 don't see where you come in in
this forgivin' bizness,” he answered
“As you say, you done your level best

a lot of interesting tales she
! me.*—Somerville (Mass.) Journal.

“Yes, that’s just it ¥t wae a stupid,
day, and you don't know what

told

Sensational Preacher,
Peticnce-d& your preacher sensa-

to keep ua from gettin® spliced, an’ it ' tonal?

geems that I ort to be the one to do

Patrice—I should say so! Why, he

the forgivin’, which I ain’t a-geoin’ to' preached a sarmon last Sunday, and

do.

ketch you aroun' the place I'll fill
you full o' buckshet.”

And taking Mandy's lly white
hand in hle own lasge brown one, ha
strode across the threshold.—Balthk
more World.

An Island of Cranes,

Away off iu Minnesota, at that pop-
ular summer resort, Lake Minnetonka,
there is a picturesque island which
takes its came from the faot that it ia
uninhabited by man and given over
to the cranea. Generations back these
birds decided upon this spot for a sum-
mer resort. As time went on and the
surrounding islands populated, no man
had the heart to disturb them, until
now Crane island Is pointed out from
passing boats as one of the curlositiea
of the northwest.—Albany Argus.

“Vaccination Day.™

Edith, of Boston, came home fyrom
kindergarten in a state of excitement.

“Oh, mamma,” she exclaimed, “we
don’t have to go to schood to-morrow! ™

“Why not?" asked mamma, smiling.

“Because teacher says it's Vaccina-
tion day, when Bridget left Boston.™

Mamma thought a momeont, and
then remembered that the next day
was the anniversary of Evacuation
day, when the British left Boston.—
Cincinnati Enquirer.

The “Fastening Penny™ lu China,
When you engage a servant or
make a bargain in Chica it

ing penny” hss been peid. Although
hiz bad faith is notorious in some

matters, yet to do him justice, when ,

once this coin has been paid hy you
the Chinaman, coolie or shopman,
will
even if the result to him be loas.—
Pittsburgh Dispateh.

A Welcome Viaitor,
Mrs. Wilson-—Mrs. Chatterton called

Me an' Mandy's goin’ to move he took for his subjects

over in Jasper township, an’ if 1 ever to Keep & Good Man .

i# not
considered binding until the “fasten-,

genaraily stick to his bargain,

. teen.

“Tt's Hard

“Well 2"
**Oh, it was all abomt Jonah and the

whale."—Yonkers Statesman.

A Familiar l1lastration,
“Papa, what is a king?”
“A king, my child, is a person whose

suthority ia practically unlimited,
! whose word Is law and whom every-
body must obey.”

“Papa, is mamma a king?'—Pittes

burgh Bulletin.

Cash Better Than Credit.
It is all well enough to give credis
where credit is due but it is beter still
to pay cesh.—Chicago Dally News,

The Flirt and Her Fan, L
It is & cold day when the fiirt has no

use for a fan.—Chicago Daily News.

Ja Punishment Beneficiall

This question was asked of a large
sumber of persons: What punisis
ments or sewards have you ever had
that did you good or harm? The ma.
jority claimed to be benefited by pun.
fahment. The boys thought the ef:
fects of & good phlain talk were salue
tary, and nose had complaint to make
sgainst a pgood “dressing down."
Many wero grateful for having had a
punishment in due season, There is
a time in many a boy's life when he

'_ thinks he is lord of everything, and

it would seem that a good whipping
is often the best way to cwe this de
foct. Tenderness excellent for
most children, hut there are certain
natures on whom it is wasted, be
cause they sirmply abuse it. Con
ecience does not seem to be very pow
erful in children before the age of
nine. Preaching or advice unsoughi
for does not seem to do much good
while suggestion does. As to the in
fluence of companions, it was greats
est between the ages of ten and fif
This influence is next to that
of home.—Everybody's Magazine.
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